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COURSE OVERVIEW
This a fast-paced course designed to develop fluency in the Spanish language and integrates the National Standards — Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. The three modes of communication are (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational) defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century and described in more detail in the ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language Learners, are foundational to AP Spanish Languages and Culture course.
As stated in the AP College Board Webpage:

“The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course strives not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in Spanish. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products (e.g., tools, books, music, laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions).” 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-spanish-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-spanish-language-and-culture-course-and-exam-description.pdf

The AP Spanish language exam

“The Advanced Placement Program® enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue college-level studies — with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both — while still in high school. AP Exams are given each year in May. Students who earn a qualifying score on an AP Exam are typically eligible, in college, to receive credit, placement into advanced courses, or both. Every aspect of AP course and exam development is the result of collaboration between AP teachers and college faculty. They work together to develop AP courses and exams, set scoring standards, and score the exams. College faculty reviews every AP teacher’s course syllabus.”
   THEMES:
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OBJECTIVES

Students are expected to: 

• Engage in spoken interpersonal communication; 

• Engage in written interpersonal communication; 

• Synthesize information from a variety of authentic audio, visual, and audiovisual resources; • Synthesize information from a variety of authentic written and print resources; 

• Plan, produce, and present spoken presentational communications; and 

• Plan and produce written presentational communications.
OUTLINE
·  The class is conducted almost exclusively in Spanish and includes frequent writing, active listening, comprehensive readings and extensive interpersonal and presentational communicative modes. 

· It is expected that all the students use Spanish and I encourage them to do so to express themselves in a variety of styles and registers. There will be group work, oral presentations and debates that will give the students the opportunities to increase and refine communication skills.  

·  Instructional material sources are authentic, quality and level-appropriate used in the audios/video and written texts such as newspapers, magazine articles, from different countries letters newspapers, magazines This will help the students increase their vocabulary and broaden their cultural knowledge in the language, history and culture.
· Students will be given different written, listening, and speaking assignments during the course of the semesters. Assignments will include: written and oral presentations, interpersonal written and speaking and interpretive (reading and listening activities).
· Students will be given direct guidance on how to prepare for the AP exam.
MATERIALS
We use Temas and Triángulo, (Wayside) as the framework of the AP Spanish language course in order to provide the student with some structure to the course as it presents the format of the AP Spanish language exam and follows well organized sections divided thematically. We cover a basic vocabulary section for each topic however students are expected to supplement it with more vocabulary encounter along the tasks done. The rest of the sections readings, writing, listening and spoken are also supplemented with more material taken from authentic resources. 
Other AP Spanish books containing authentic materials are also used.  Please see bibliography and resources. 
I create shorter, mock paper for the AP exam, using multiple choice items using past material and/or exercises from other AP exam review books. The questions are similar to the ones that are in the AP exam in format and complexity. The grammar structures are clarified if needed in context.                      
AP Spanish Language Syllabus                (subject to change as required)
	First Semester

	Theme:

Las identidades personales y publicas// Personal and Public identities
	Subthemes:
Alienation and Assimilation / La enajenación y la asimilación • Heroes and Historical Figures / Los héroes y los personajes históricos • National and Ethnic Identities / La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica • Personal Beliefs / Las creencias personales 
	 Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	                                             How are aspects of identity expressed in various situations? / ¿Cómo se expresan los distintos aspectos de la identidad en diversas situaciones? • How do language and culture influence identity? / ¿Cómo influyen la lengua y la cultura en la identidad de una persona? • How does one’s identity develop over time? / ¿Cómo se desarrolla la identidad de una persona a lo largo del tiempo?//  How do we and how should we define role models and heroes? / How do role models and heroes influence our daily lives? / What are the roles and responsibilities of celebrities? / How have Hispanic heroes and role models affected communities? 

	Learning objectives:
Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:
Las dos Fridas, Frida Khalo.
La casa de Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
“El otro yo”, Mario Benedetti

Canción al Maestro, Polo Montañez

“Borges y yo”, Jorge Luis Borges

Online video “Los Hispanos Famosos” 

Website ”Protagonistas de la Historia”
	Instructional Activity: 

Interpretive Readings/ Audios

National Heroes: characteristics  (in group)
Famous Hispanics: by countries. Students choose one and prepare a presentation.

Compare and Contrast USA versus Hispanic American heroes


	First Semester

	Theme:

Families and Communities//

Las familias y las comunidades
	Subthemes: 
• Customs and Values / Las tradiciones y los valores • Education Communities / Las comunidades educativas • Family Structure / La estructura de la familia • Global Citizenship / La ciudadanía global • Human Geography / La geografía humana • Social Networking / Las redes sociales
	Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	
• What constitutes a family in different societies? / ¿Cómo se define la familia en distintas sociedades? • How do individuals contribute to the well-being of communities? / ¿Cómo contribuyen los individuos al bienestar de las comunidades? • How do the roles that families and communities assume differ in societies around the world? / ¿Cuáles son las diferencias en los papeles que asumen las comunidades y las familias en las diferentes sociedades del mundo?

	Learning objectives:

Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:


	Instructional Activity: 

Interpretative readings and audios
Art and family: speaking/ writing 

Compare and Contrast USA versus Hispanic American families



	First Semester

	Theme:

Science and Technology / La ciencia y la tecnología
	Subthemes: 
Access to Technology / El acceso a la tecnología • Effects of Technology on Self and Society / Los efectos de la tecnología en el individuo y en la sociedad • Health Care and Medicine / El cuidado de la salud y la medicina • Innovations / Las innovaciones tecnológicas • Natural Phenomena / Los fenómenos naturales • Science and Ethics / La ciencia y la ética

	Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	
How do developments in science and technology affect our lives? / ¿Qué impacto tiene el desarrollo científico y tecnológico en nuestras vidas? • What factors have driven innovation and discovery in the fields of science and technology? / ¿Qué factores han impulsado el desarrollo y la innovación en la ciencia y la tecnología? • What role does ethics play in scientific advancement? / ¿Qué papel cumple la ética en los avances científicos?

	Learning objectives:

Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:


	Instructional Activity: 



	Second Semester

	 Theme: Contemporary Life / La vida contemporánea Recommended Contexts

	Subthemes: Education and Careers / La educación y las carreras profesionales • Entertainment / El entretenimiento y la diversión • Travel and Leisure / Los viajes y el ocio • Lifestyles / Los estilos de vida • Relationships / Las relaciones personales • Social Customs and Values / Las tradiciones y los valores sociales • Volunteerism / El trabajo voluntario
	Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	
How do societies and individuals define quality of life? / ¿Cómo definen los individuos y las sociedades su propia calidad de vida? • How is contemporary life influenced by cultural products, practices, and perspectives? / ¿Cómo influyen los productos culturales, las prácticas y las perspectivas de la gente en la vida contemporánea? • What are the challenges of contemporary life? / ¿Cuáles son los desafíos de la vida contemporánea?

	Learning objectives:

Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:


	Instructional Activity: 

Interpretative readings and audios

Values and traditions: speaking/ writing/ listening

Written/spoken:

· Compare and Contrast USA education versus Spanish speaking countries. 

· Compare and Contrast USA lifestyle  versus Spanish speaking countries

· Traveling: places to visit in Latin America and Spain 


	  Second Semester

	Theme: Global Challenges / Los desafíos mundiales Recommended Contexts:

	Subthemes: 
Economic Issues / Los temas económicos • Environmental Issues / Los temas del medio ambiente • Philosophical Thought and Religion / El pensamiento filosófico y la religión • Population and Demographics / La población y la demografía • Social Welfare / El bienestar social • Social Conscience / La conciencia social
	Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	
What environmental, political, and social issues pose challenges to societies throughout the world? / ¿Cuáles son los desafíos sociales, políticos y del medio ambiente que enfrentan las sociedades del mundo? • What are the origins of those issues? / ¿Cuáles son los orígenes de esos desafíos? • What are possible solutions to those challenges? / ¿Cuáles son algunas posibles soluciones a esos desafíos?

	Learning objectives:

Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:


	Instructional Activity: 



	Second Semester

	Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics / La belleza y la estética Recommended Contexts:
	Subthemes: Architecture / La arquitectura • Defining Beauty / Definiciones de la belleza • Defining Creativity / Definiciones de la creatividad • Fashion and Design / La moda y el diseño Return to the Table of Contents © 2011 The College Board. AP Spanish Language and Culture Curriculum Framework 32 • Language and Literature / El lenguaje y la literatura • Visual and Performing Arts / Las artes visuales y escénicas
	Estimated time

 3-4 weeks

	
How are perceptions of beauty and creativity established? / ¿Cómo se establecen las percepciones de la belleza y la creatividad? • How do ideals of beauty and aesthetics influence daily life? / ¿Cómo influyen los ideales de la belleza y la estética en la vida cotidiana? • How do the arts both challenge and reflect cultural perspectives? / ¿Cómo las artes desafían y reflejan las perspectivas culturales?

	Learning objectives:

Interpretive written and Audio

Interpersonal and Presentational speaking and writing.
	Materials:


	Instructional Activity: 




Sample Classroom Activities 

As a native speaker I use the Spanish language at all times and encourage the students to do the same in the class, even to ask the smallest questions or to comment on their weekend. Topics given for conversation are varied: from more controversial e.g. immigration in Europe and in the USA, to less controversial ones such as movie reviews or adolescents’ interests (sports, music and so on). (C5). Discussions are done in small groups to start and after 10 minutes each group reports to the class, inviting the others to share their opinions,  showing agreement and/or disagreement. 

Reading skills 
Reading comprehension practice is done daily using different materials. From reading exercises from AP books (see Bibliography at the end) to reading from authentic sources such as newspapers, articles from magazines, transcripts from audios and short stories such as ̈La siesta del Martes ̈ ,de Gabriel García Márquez y ̈No oyes ladrar los perros ̈, de Juan Rulfo. Students learn and improve their vocabulary and other features (e.g. text development sequence) through reading, answering comprehension questions related to the readings, discussing their answers and interpretations of the readings (practicing oral skills also) and writing about it. (C7) 

Writing Skills 
Students make weekly entries in their diaries of one page in length or more. Most compositions model the format of the AP exam. However creative writing compositions are also assigned on different and relevant topics such as: current and social events, sports, opinion, (e.g. immigration, policies to protect the environment etc.) 

Informal writing is given to students frequently following the 10 minute time frame given in the AP exam. These are assigned as homework or done the during class time. I correct them individually or I take some examples and we make group corrections. 

Formal writings essays are done in class in order to stimulate class conditions. Although sometimes I ask the students to write free essays (movie reviews, summaries and so on) at home and I correct them. The students can rewrite to improve their writing proficiency the essay after conferencing with me. 

Final corrections are made using the AP scoring guidelines. 

I provide the students with authentic written material: newspapers, magazines, articles, contemporary literary excerpts, short narratives and so on. The students can identify and synthesize the main points and important details, make appropriate inferences and predictions from a written source. Instruction is provided in brain storming, pre-writing, editing, writing and introduction/conclusion, analysis and synthesis together with tools to allow the student to be able improve their writing skills using connectors and adequate vocabulary so they use the right transition words to improve their writing skills. 

Listening Skills 
Selected audios from different sources containing varied themes (e.g. el bienestar, noticias de actualidad, reportajes etc.) are given to the students to listen, more than once at the beginning of the year for an auditory stimulus. Later in the year the audio is played only once. The goal is for the students to listen for controlled information, taking notes on it so they can outline the information, complete grids learning to extract the main ideas. Students work in pairs or in groups to discuss and compare their notes the audio and provide specific details that support their answer. 

Students apply this strategy individually when using audio sources as inputs for the essay and formal speaking sections of the AP exam. 

Speaking skills 
Speaking opportunities are given to the student at all times to express themselves from informal interpersonal opinions, small talk, ask questions to formal presentations on different topics (e.g. Nobel prize writers in Spanish,) that follow the AP format and show the students ́ ability to compare and contrast well organized, accurate, cohesive and coherent information that include social and/or cultural references.
Bibliography 

Main Text  Books:
Gatski, Barbara and John McMullan. Triángulo, 5th ed. Sándwich, Massachusetts: Wayside Publishing, 2013. E-mail: wayside@sprintmail.com toll-free (888) 302-2519 

Elizabeth Millan, Parthena Draggett, Max Ehrsam, and Cole Colin,  Temas AP Spanish language and culture, Vista higher learning, 2014.
Other Texts Books  Used

Judy. Abriendo puertas: Lenguaje. Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2007 Nextext. Abriendo puertas; Antología de literatura en español. Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2003. 

Díaz, José M and Nadel,  Maria F. Abriendo paso Lectura. Pearson 2014. 

Díaz, José M., Gilda Nissenberg. AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. 3rd ed. White Plains, New York: Prentice Hall, 2006. 

Kanter, Abby. Encuentros maravillosos: Gramática a través de la literatura. Needham,Massachusetts: Pearson/ Prentice Hall, 2005. 

Jay Duhl and Felipe Mercado. AP Test Prep Mastering the AP Spanish Placement Language Exam, (EMC Publishing, 2008) 

Nuevas vistas uno (and ancillaries), Nuevas vistas dos and ancillaries: Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 2003 Walqui-VanLier, Aida. Sendas literarias dos Pearson/Prentice Hall. Zayas-Bazán, Eduardo. Conexiones Comunicación y cultura. Needham, Massachussetts: Pearson/ Prentice Hall.

Dictionaries:

www.rae.es/rae.html
www.wordreference.com
Resources 

TV NEWS BROADCASTS

Al Punto, Primer Impacto ,Noticias 
www.univision.com/
Corporación Radiotelevisión Española – 

www.rtve.es
www.lasexta.com/noticias/
www.un.org/spanish/News/
www.spanishnewsnetwork.com/
BBC Mundo - www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/
EuroNews:  www.euronews.net/create_html.php?page=home&lng=5 
NEWSPAPERS 

Newspapers on line: 
El País - www.elpais.com
El Mundo - www.elmundo.es
Prensa Escrita - www.prensaescrita.com/
Latin American Network Information Center –

http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/news/indexesp.html
The page below provides a link to access the most important Spanish Online Newspapers including: El País, El Mundo, ABC; (Spain), La capital, Clarín (Argentina), Diario Tiempo, (Honduras), La Hora, (Guatemala), La estrella de Puerto Rico, (Puerto Rico), La Crónica de Hoy, México, and many more 
http://multilingualbooks.com/online-newspapers-spanish.html 
MAGAZINES

Américas. Organization of American States, Washington, D.C

Vanidades/  Muy Interesante/  Hola/ Semana
WEBSITES

Audiria - www.audiria.com
Nuevos Horizontes – www.nuevoshorizontes.org
Univisión – www.univision.com
Tierra Ámerica – www.tierramerica.info
Biblioteca Virtual Miguel de Cervantes www.cervantesvirtual.com 
The City: La ciudad. (PBS) www.pbs.org/itvs/laciudad/index.html 
Instituto Cervantes:  http://www.cervantes.es/default.htm 
Internet Activities for Foreign Language Classrooms

 www.clta.net/lessons/ www.study spanish.com
Materiales (Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia de España) 
www.sgci.mec.es/usa/materiales/ 
Magazine of Spanish as a Foreign Language, Revista de Didáctica Español como Lengua Extranjera, with materials and activities such as songs, readings, Films classified by levels. 
FILMS

Al Otro Lado (To the Other Side). Univision Communications, Inc. 2007.

Diarios de motocicleta. (The Motorcycle Diaries). Focus Features. 2004.

The City, La Ciudad, PBS Broadcasting; 

www.pbs.org/itvs/thecity/
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